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Student Interns:  Deanna Choma, University of Pennsylvania, School of Dental 
Medicine, Sophie Ouyang, University of Pennsylvania, School of Nursing
Academic Preceptors: Joan I. Gluch, Ph.D., RDH, PHDHP, University of 

Pennsylvania, School of Dental Medicine, Ann L. O'Sullivan, PhD, FAAN, CRNP, 
University of Pennsylvania, School of Nursing

Community Preceptors: Mercy Howard, Intake and Volunteer Coordinator, 
B.A., Beyond Literacy

Adult Health Education and Health Career 
Resources at Beyond Literacy

Beyond Literacy is a community organization that not only provides education to adults wishing to obtain 
their high school equivalency or become more proficient in English, but also offers classes to adults who 
want to improve workplace or technology skills. Beyond Literacy was formerly known as Community 
Learning Center and Center for Literacy, which recently merged to form this new organization. 

We created multilingual health 
resources for ESL students 
having trouble finding care in 
Philadelphia. We also created 
presentations on oral and 
cardiovascular health as well 
as different health careers and 
presented in several classes. 
The multilingual resources we 
distributed in flyer form and 
the rest was a presentation.

Deanna: Over the course of this internship, I have learned
how important access to information is. A lot of students 
wanted to get care but did not have enough information on 
multilingual clinics to do so. Students also expressed interest 
in pursuing health careers but did not know where to start in 
that journey. Simply doing research and compiling this 
information for students at Beyond Literacy helps them receive 
better care or begin their pursuit of a new career. I really 
appreciated the ability to interact with and answer questions 
from students during our presentations. Although we spent a 
lot of time educating others, I feel like I learned a lot as well.

REFLECTION

Sophie: Despite the challenges from joining Beyond Literacy 
during the midst of their merge between the Community 
Learning Center and the Center for Literacy, I am grateful to 
have been able to help our site and its students through our 
projects and through our work with the teachers. Working with 
adult learners and pursuing education as an adult requires a lot 
of patience and dedication, which is something I admire about 
both the staff and the students at Beyond Literacy. Although the 
connections we could foster were limited online, I appreciated 
the opportunity to learn more about our community through 
their storytelling videos/recordings.


