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Student Interns:  Emily Perruso, Marywood University, Master of Social Work 
Taylor Verrekia, Moravian University, Nursing & Public Health

Academic Preceptor: Mary Ellen Miller, PhD, RN, APHN-BC
Community Preceptor: Tina Amato, MS, LDN, RD,  Alliance Hall 

Manager- Physical Activity &  Nutrition 

Title: Building Alliances With Students 

The City of Allentown conducted a summer camp program at The Brigadier General Anna Mae 
Hayes Elementary School, one of 15 elementary schools located in Allentown Pennsylvania. The 
richness of The Allentown School District’s (ASD) diversity is strengthened by its central role in 
educating our students for America's future through academic excellence and celebrating the 
culturally responsive, athletic and artistic range of talent in the schools. ASD students originate from 
51 countries and speak 26 languages. Approximately 90% of families are denoted as Low Income, 
and 100% receive Free/Reduced Lunch. ASD is the third largest urban school system out of 500 
Districts in the Commonwealth and serves a community with a poverty rate of 38.64% of the City's 
population. (2013 Census). From: https://hay.allentownsd.org/home

• Conducted a community assessment to 
provide the summer camp director with 
community resources and needs 

• Interviewed a staff member for the 
Storytelling Project

• Created a newsletter about the summer 
camp program 

• Implemented primary prevention during 
an oral health presentation to the 
campers

1. Conducted a question-and-answer 
session to determine knowledge of oral 
health

2. Read The Tooth Book by Dr. Suess
3. Demonstrated with a fish puppet the 

proper way to brush and floss teeth
4. The campers used the fish puppet to do a 

return demonstration on proper brushing 
and flossing

Responses to the question-and-answer session were:
1. How long should you brush your teeth? 2 minutes
2. How many of you floss your teeth? 1/3 of the campers raised their hand*
3. How many times a day should you brush your teeth? 2 times a day

*Note: the response to question #2 may not be an accurate measurement as 
some campers may have raised their hands because other campers did so

The student interns got permission from Tina Amato to conduct an interview 
about Alliance Summer Recreation Program 

Some questions asked were:
1. What is your favorite memory?
2. What are some strengths of the program?
3. How has Covid-19 affected the program? 

Taylor: This experience overall will be something valuable that I will use for 
the rest of my life. It showed the inequalities and social injustice that helped 
me grow as well help me become a better nurse. This experience was 
something that I could not learn from the books, but something that had to be 
experienced to gain the knowledge I learned. I can take a more holistic 
approach to help better understand my patients given that I have seen people 
from multiple backgrounds.
Emily: This experience provided me with more networking opportunities that I 
will use in the future. I was able to gain some new skills to use since I am 
going for a master's degree in social work, as well as, back to the classroom 
for the students I teach. It really opened my eyes to how much social injustice 
and inequality is out in the world. I have learned to be more open-minded 
during this wonderful experience. 
Overall Experience: Overall this experience was awesome especially just 
getting to know different people and interacting with the students. Taylor was 
able to teach a student how to swim. Emily was able to be a listening ear to 
the students who seemed to be having a rough time. In the storytelling project, 
one thing that stuck out was you never give up on people. This young boy who 
was considered a “terror” begged for an opportunity to be a counselor for this 
summer camp. He ended up being a great asset to the program because the 
students listened to him and respected him. He ended up being a great role 
model for the students. 

REFLECTIONS
Story Telling Projects 
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